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From: Rodriguez, Charles
Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 3:19 PM
To:  Pope, Janet; Alcamo, Thomas; Cannon, Phillippa
Cc:
Subject: RE: EPA Public Hearings Zone 1

Hi 

In your Sunday, February 17, 2019 email you requested copies of the transcripts of both the Nov. 29, 2018 and 
Feb. 13, 2019 Public Hearings on EPA'S proposed clean‐up for Zone 1 of the USS Lead Superfund site. The 
transcript for the November 29, 2018 Proposed Plan Public Hearing is available online at the USS Lead website 
(link below), and hard copies are available at the information repositories located in the East Chicago Public 
Library branches listed below. As stated at the Feb. 13th public hearing, the transcript for the hearing will be 
posted on the USS Lead website as soon as it is available and also will be available at both information 
repositories. Transcripts will be posted on the USS Lead website under the section titled Key Fact Sheets 
and Outreach Materials. 

 Transcript for the November 29, 2018 Proposed Amendment Plan Public Meeting (145 pp, 1.69 MB)

East Chicago Public Library 
Main Library 
2401 E. COLUMBUS DRIVE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312 

Robert A. Pastrick Library Branch  
1008 W. CHICAGO AVENUE 
EAST CHICAGO, IN 46312 

Regards, 

Charles Rodriguez  
Community Involvement Coordinator 
U.S. EPA, Region 5 , Superfund 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SI‐6J | Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 886‐7472 | rodriguez.charles@epa.gov

From: 
Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2019 8:21 PM 
To: Pope, Janet <Pope.Janet@epa.gov>; Alcamo, Thomas <alcamo.thomas@epa.gov>; Cannon, Phillippa 
<Cannon.Phillippa@epa.gov>; Rodriguez, Charles <rodriguez.charles@epa.gov> 
Cc: 
Subject: EPA Public Hearings Zone 1 

NON-RESPONSIVE
NON-RESPONSIVE

NON-RESPONSIVE

NON-RESPONSIVE

NON-RESPONSIVE
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I'm formally requesting a copy of the transcripts of both Public Hearing Meetings on EPA'S proposed clean‐up for Zone 
to be mailed to me at my home as soon as possible without any redactions. I'm requesting these as a Superfund 
resident. 

Dates of Public Hearing Meetings: 
* November 29, 2018
* February 13, 2019

My address: 

Thanks, 

NON-RESPONSIVE

NON-RESPONSIVE



From: Rodriguez, Charles
To:
Cc:

Subject: RE: USS Lead: EPA proposes removing  residences from Superfund List
Date: Thursday, July 09, 2020 2:50:00 PM

Hi 
Thank you for your comments. I will forward them to our Superfund program.
EPA is eager to receive comments on this proposal. In addition to updating our website, we have
mailed a fact sheet to almost 1,000 community residents, emailed community leaders and written
to each of the affected property owners notifying them about the proposed change and inviting
them to comment or contact EPA with questions. You should receive the fact sheet in the mail
soon if you have not already done so.
We also have a fact sheet in Spanish (link below) available on our website as referenced on the
English version. I am available to assist any resident who prefers to communicate with EPA in
Spanish, and we will mail hard copies of the Spanish version to any resident that requests it.
EPA Fact Sheet (Spanish Version) - La EPA Propone Eliminar Propiedades Residenciales En
East Chicago De Lista Nacional De Sitios Superfund (4 pp, 388.5 K, About PDF) Jul. 2020
Regards,
Charles Rodriguez
Community Involvement Coordinator
U.S. EPA, Region 5 , External Communications Office
77 W. Jackson Blvd., RE-19J | Chicago, IL 60604
(312) 886-7472 | rodriguez.charles@epa.gov
From: 
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2020 9:40 AM
To: Rodriguez, Charles <rodriguez.charles@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: USS Lead: EPA proposes removing  Indiana, residences from
Superfund List
Dear Charles,
You sending this notice via email doesn't notify ALL 671 Property Owners which as a Community
Coordinator for EPA you know very well.
EPA NEEDS TO SEND THIS OUT VIA US MAIL THIS NOTICE WITH AN EXPLINATION WHAT IT MEANS IN
BOTH SPANISH AND ENGLISH TO ALL 671 PROPERTIES.

NON-RESPONSIVE
NON-RESPONSIVE

NON-RESPONSIVE

NON-RESPONSIVE

NON-RESPONSIVE

NON-RESPONSIVE

mailto:rodriguez.charles@epa.gov
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/05/958925
https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/05/958925
https://www.epa.gov/home/pdf-files


EPA should consider having a meeting at Carrie Gosch School where we can Social Distance. Since
EPA has not made the intent to contact all 671 Property Owners individually, you need to rectify this
matter immediately and you too have to move back the Comment Period Due Date to a later date.

On Wed, Jul 8, 2020, 9:49 AM Rodriguez, Charles <rodriguez.charles@epa.gov> wrote:

Good morning,
Please find below an announcement from EPA regarding the proposed NPL Partial
Deletion of residential homes in Zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund Site. I
have also attached a fact sheet with more details on the proposal.
EPA proposes removing 671 East Chicago, Indiana, residences from
Superfund List
EAST CHICAGO, Ind. (July 8, 2020) — Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) proposed the removal of 671 cleaned-up properties at the USS Lead
Site from the Superfund National Priorities List (NPL). EPA will take public
comments on its proposal from July 8 - August 7, 2020.
To date, lead-contaminated soil has been removed from 95% of the 1,078
properties – mostly residential – in Zones 2 and 3 at the USS Lead Superfund Site.
The agency has confirmed that 671 of these properties meet the cleanup level
required by a 2012 federal legal agreement, as amended in 2018. These properties
have no contamination at-depth and are cleared for residential use. No further
action is necessary at these properties, and they pose no unacceptable risk to
human health and the environment.
The remaining properties in Zones 2 and 3 will stay on the NPL until lead soil
cleanups have been completed and confirmed. EPA continues to investigate
possible groundwater contamination in the area.
“EPA is keeping its promise to the people of East Chicago to remove lead from their
homes and to improve public health in their hometown by picking up the pace of
this Superfund cleanup,” said EPA Regional Administrator Kurt Thiede. “And we
will keep up that momentum in East Chicago until we finish the job at all the
remaining properties.”
Residential properties removed from the USS Lead Superfund Site may be eligible
for funding through the city of East Chicago’s Residential Repair Program. Delisting
would also enable the city to redevelop vacant lots.
The NPL tracks the nation’s most contaminated sites that threaten human health or
the environment. Sites on the list are eligible for cleanup under the Superfund
program. EPA removes sites or parts of sites from the list once all the remedies are
successfully implemented with no further cleanup. Operations and maintenance,
monitoring and five-year reviews continue as required.
EPA’s 30-day public comment period on the proposed partial delisting begins July
8, 2020 and closes August 7, 2020. The public may submit comments via:
Email: cibulskis.karen@epa.gov
Phone: 312-353-6284 (Please leave message with oral comment)
Online: https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=EPA_FRDOC_0001-25646
For more information: https://www.epa.gov/uss-lead-superfund-site
Respectfully,
Charles Rodriguez

NON-RESPONSIVE

mailto:rodriguez.charles@epa.gov
mailto:cibulskis.karen@epa.gov
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.regulations.gov%2Fdocument%3FD%3DEPA_FRDOC_0001-25646&data=02%7C01%7Crodriguez.charles%40epa.gov%7C0075fc1898604bdc532f08d82415f597%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637299024017937301&sdata=l62eXDiVATCXHLzwZRvZyI3QYDDLAULCrXJShMhNaQM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/uss-lead-superfund-site


Community Involvement Coordinator
U.S. EPA, Region 5 , External Communications Office
77 W. Jackson Blvd., RE-19J | Chicago, IL 60604
(312) 886-7472 | rodriguez.charles@epa.gov

mailto:rodriguez.charles@epa.gov


From: Rodriguez, Charles
To:
Cc: Pope, Janet
Subject: FW: Copy of Soil Property Testing
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 12:27:00 PM
Attachments:

Hi 
Please find attached the two soil sampling results letters for your property as requested.
Regards,
Charles Rodriguez
Community Involvement Coordinator
U.S. EPA, Region 5 , External Communications Office
77 W. Jackson Blvd., RE-19J | Chicago, IL 60604
(312) 886-7472 | rodriguez.charles@epa.gov

From: 
Date: March 14, 2022 at 10:56:05 AM CDT
To: "Pope, Janet" <Pope.Janet@epa.gov>
Cc: 
Subject: Copy of Soil Property Testing

﻿
Hi Janet,
Can you Please forward me a copy of my property soil
testing results done in fall of 2016. I can't find mine. I do need this right away.
Please let me know at and email me the results.
Respectfully yours,

NON-RESPONSIVE
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Muro, Mark

From: Rodriguez, Charles
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 2:04 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: UNM Professor - East Chicago Visit

Good afternoon, 
 
I’m forwarding contact information for Mr. Clifford Villa, a professor at UNM who will be visiting East Chicago 
on October 2 and would like to talk to local residents. This is an independent visit, and there will be no EPA 
employees in attendance. 
If you are interested in talking to Mr. Villa, you can contact him directly at his email below. 
 
“For purposes of my research on environmental justice, I believe it is essential to listen and learn from local 
leaders and residents about how to ensure genuine and meaningful community involvement in cleanup 
processes. Again, we will there on Friday, Oct. 2, and hoping we can find someone to meet us and perhaps 
show us around the neighborhood.” 
 

Clifford J. Villa 
Associate Professor 
University of New Mexico School of Law 

villa@law.unm.edu  
 
 
Regards, 
 
Charles Rodriguez  
Community Involvement Coordinator 
U.S. EPA, Region 5 , External Communications Office 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., RE‐19J | Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 886‐7472 | rodriguez.charles@epa.gov 

 

NON-RESPONSIVE



From: Rodriguez, Charles
To:

Cc: Pope, Janet
Subject: USS Lead: EPA proposes removing 671 East Chicago, Indiana, residences from Superfund List
Date: Wednesday, July 08, 2020 9:49:00 AM
Attachments: USS Lead - Proposed Partial Delisting Fact Sheet - July 2020.pdf

Good morning,
Please find below an announcement from EPA regarding the proposed NPL Partial
Deletion of residential homes in Zones 2 and 3 of the USS Lead Superfund Site. I
have also attached a fact sheet with more details on the proposal.
EPA proposes removing 671 East Chicago, Indiana, residences from Superfund
List
EAST CHICAGO, Ind. (July 8, 2020) — Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) proposed the removal of 671 cleaned-up properties at the USS Lead
Site from the Superfund National Priorities List (NPL). EPA will take public comments
on its proposal from July 8 - August 7, 2020.
To date, lead-contaminated soil has been removed from 95% of the 1,078 properties
– mostly residential – in Zones 2 and 3 at the USS Lead Superfund Site. The agency
has confirmed that 671 of these properties meet the cleanup level required by a 2012
federal legal agreement, as amended in 2018. These properties have no
contamination at-depth and are cleared for residential use. No further action is
necessary at these properties, and they pose no unacceptable risk to human health
and the environment.
The remaining properties in Zones 2 and 3 will stay on the NPL until lead soil
cleanups have been completed and confirmed. EPA continues to investigate possible
groundwater contamination in the area.
“EPA is keeping its promise to the people of East Chicago to remove lead from their
homes and to improve public health in their hometown by picking up the pace of this
Superfund cleanup,” said EPA Regional Administrator Kurt Thiede. “And we will
keep up that momentum in East Chicago until we finish the job at all the remaining
properties.”
Residential properties removed from the USS Lead Superfund Site may be eligible for
funding through the city of East Chicago’s Residential Repair Program. Delisting
would also enable the city to redevelop vacant lots.
The NPL tracks the nation’s most contaminated sites that threaten human health or
the environment. Sites on the list are eligible for cleanup under the Superfund
program. EPA removes sites or parts of sites from the list once all the remedies are
successfully implemented with no further cleanup. Operations and maintenance,
monitoring and five-year reviews continue as required.
EPA’s 30-day public comment period on the proposed partial delisting begins July 8,
2020 and closes August 7, 2020. The public may submit comments via:
Email: cibulskis.karen@epa.gov
Phone: 312-353-6284 (Please leave message with oral comment)
Online: https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=EPA_FRDOC_0001-25646
For more information: https://www.epa.gov/uss-lead-superfund-site
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EPA Proposes Removing East 
Chicago Residential Properties from 
National List of Superfund Sites  
U.S. Smelter and Lead Refinery Superfund Site 
East Chicago, Indiana              July 2020  
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing to remove 671 
residential properties in Zones 2 and 3 of the U.S. Smelter and Lead Refinery, 
Inc. (USS Lead) Superfund site from the National Priorities List, or NPL. The 
NPL is a roster of contaminated areas that are eligible for cleanup under EPA’s 
Superfund program. EPA’s proposed action is a partial deletion action and 
means that all cleanup activities for soil at these 671 properties have been 
completed and meet EPA standards for protecting health and the environment. 
EPA has prepared this fact sheet to address common questions that the 
community may have concerning this proposal. EPA has informed affected 
property owners directly about this proposed action and comment period.  
 
This proposed action only applies to Operable Unit (OU) 1 and does not apply 
to the groundwater (OU2). That investigation is still ongoing and updates are 
available on the USS Lead website (www.epa.gov/uss-lead-superfund-site) and 
also in the newsletter sent in April 2020. Cleanup of remaining properties in 
Zones 2 and 3 will continue during the 2020 construction season, pending 
signed access from property owners.  
 
Partial deletion of these properties from the NPL does not create, alter, or 
revoke any individual’s rights or obligations. Partial deletion of all or part of an 
OU from the NPL does not in any way alter the EPA’s right to take enforcement 
actions, as appropriate. The NPL is designed primarily for informational 
purposes and to assist EPA management. Partial deletion of an OU from the 
NPL also does not preclude eligibility for future response actions, should future 
conditions warrant such actions. Once a property is removed from the 
Superfund site, it will be easier for owners to qualify to receive funding through 
the city of East Chicago’s Residential Repair program as well as making it 
easier to redevelop vacant lots.


Share your opinions 
EPA invites your comments on 
proposed partial delisting for the 
residential areas in Zones 2 and 3  
from July 8 to August 7, 2020. 
See How to make comments 
section on Page 2 for the ways to 
submit comments. 
Contact information 
Janet Pope 
Community Involvement 
Coordinator 
312-353-0628 
pope.janet@epa.gov 
 
Sarah Rolfes 
Remedial Project Manager 
312-886-6551 
rolfes.sarah@epa.gov 
 
You may call the EPA toll-free at    
800-621-8431, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m., weekdays 
 
Information repository 
Site documents, including EPA’s 
full proposal for partial delisting is 
available for review at the 
following locations:  


East Chicago Public Library  
2401 E. Columbus Drive 


Robert A. Pastrick Branch 
1008 W. Chicago Ave. 
East Chicago 


EPA Region 5 Office 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago 
 
*Due to COVID-19, the libraries 
and EPA office may not be open to 
the public.  
 
All documents are also available 
online at: 
www.epa.gov/uss-lead-superfund-
site Map showing Zone 2 and Zone 3 of OU 1. The number in the box indicates the number 


of properties in that block proposed for delisting in 2020. 
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How to make comments 
EPA is holding a public comment period to obtain the 
community’s input on the proposed partial delisting. 
EPA’s full proposal, with other important information 
about the site, is available for review at the information 
repositories (see box on Page 1). Public comments will 
be accepted through August 7, 2020. The partial 
deletion will be effective in September 2020, unless 
EPA receives comments opposing the partial deletion by 
August 7, 2020. If that happens, EPA will reconsider its 
proposal in light of those comments. 
 
The full proposal and a link to other information about 
the site are also in the July 8, 2020 issue of the Federal 
Register at www.federalregister.gov.  
 
Submit your comments, identified by Docket ID No. 
EPA-HQ-SFUND-2008-0577, by one of the following 
methods: 


• www.regulations.gov. Follow on-line instructions 
for submitting comments. Once submitted, 
comments cannot be edited or removed from 
Regulations.gov. The EPA may publish any 
comment received to its public docket. Do not 
submit electronically any information you 
consider to be Confidential Business Information 
(CBI) or other information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. Multimedia submissions 
(audio, video, etc.) must be accompanied by a 
written comment. The written comment is 
considered the official comment and should 
include discussion of all points you wish to make. 
EPA will generally not consider comments or 
comment contents located outside of the primary 
submission (i.e. on the web, cloud, or other file 
sharing system). For additional submission 
methods, the full EPA public comment policy, 
information about CBI or multimedia submissions, 
and general guidance on making effective 
comments, please visit 
https://www.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-
dockets. 


 
• Email. Submit your comments via email to Karen 


Cibulskis, NPL Deletion Coordinator at 
cibulskis.karen@epa.gov.  


 
• Written comments submitted by mail are 


temporarily suspended and no hand deliveries will 
be accepted. We encourage the public to submit 
comments via email or at www.regulations.gov. 


• Phone. You may also leave an oral comment by 
calling 312-353-6284. Only comments regarding 
the proposed delisting will be considered.  


 
If you have questions about the USS Lead site, contact 
Janet Pope, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator, 
312-353-0628 or pope.janet@epa.gov. You may also 
call EPA toll-free at 800-621-8431, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m., weekdays. 
 
Process for partial deletion 
Since 1986, EPA has followed this procedure for 
delisting or partially delisting a site from the NPL. 
 
 


 


Regional Office obtains Indiana Department 
of Environmental Management 


Concurrence 


EPA Headquarters concurs with the 
deletion prior to publishing in the 


Federal Register. 


EPA publishes a notice of intent to partially 
delete in the Federal Register and in 


Northwest Indiana Times.  


A public comment period from July 8 to 
August 7, 2020 provided. 


EPA responds to comments and, if the site 
continues to warrant partial deletion, 


publishes a partial deletion notice in the 
Federal Register. 
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What does partial delisting mean? 
EPA deletes sites or parts of sites from the NPL when no 
further cleanup is required to protect human health or the 
environment. This important milestone indicates to 
communities that cleanup is complete and that sites are 
protective of human health and the environment. Partial 
deletion of an OU from the NPL also does not prevent a 
future response action from occurring, should future 
conditions warrant such actions. 
 
Deleted portions of the site remain eligible for further 
Fund-financed cleanup actions should future conditions 
warrant such actions. Whenever a significant release 
occurs from a sit or portion of a site deleted from the 
NPL, the site or portion may be restored to the NPL  
without application of the Hazardous Ranking system.  
 
Why is EPA proposing this partial 
delisting? 
EPA has recently taken actions to clean up the soil at 
each of the designated properties in Zone 2 and Zone 3  
to meet the cleanup levels in the USS Lead November 
2012 OU1 Record of Decision (ROD), as modified by 
the April 2018 Explanation of Significant Differences 
(ESD). EPA has determined that the response actions 
taken are protective of public health and the environment 
and, therefore, taking additional measures to cleanup soil 
at these properties are not needed. 
 
All response activities for the soil at the designated 
properties in Zone 2 and Zone 3 are complete and the 
soil at these properties poses no unacceptable risks to 
human health and the environment. Therefore, EPA and 
IDEM have determined that no further response is 
necessary for the soil at these designated properties. 
 
All selected removal and remedial action objectives and 
associated cleanup goals for the soil at the designated 
properties in Zone 2 and Zone 3 are consistent with 
Agency policy and guidance. The proposed partial 
deletion of the designated properties in Zone 2 and Zone 
3 meets the completion requirements as specified in 
OSWER Directive 9320.2-22, Close Out Procedures for 
National Priorities List Sites (www.epa.gov/superfund/ 
close-out-procedures-national-priorities-list-superfund-
sites). 
  
Why aren’t all properties in Zones 2 and 3 
included in the partial delisting?  
From 2008 to the present, EPA and the potentially 
responsible parties completed excavations and site 
restorations at over 95 percent of properties in Zones 2 
and 3 needing cleanup. 


 


Because some completion reports are not yet approved 
and some properties may require institutional controls, 
or ICs, because soil above the lead cleanup level remains 
at depth (below 24 inches), only the properties in Zone 2 
and Zone 3 that have been cleaned up with no 
contamination at depth or sampled and cleared for 
residential use are proposed for deletion in this action. 
ICs are special restrictions often placed on 
environmental sites so the cleanup work or remaining 
contamination won’t be disturbed. 
 
The criteria for deletion are as follows: 
 
Neighborhood Zone 2 - 222 properties 


 Properties cleaned up by EPA’s Removal 
Program in 2008-2011, no ICs needed and with 
approved completion reports – 5 properties 


 Properties that tested clean, no remedial action  
needed and sampling reports approved - 58 
properties 


 Properties cleaned up during 2016-2019, no ICs 
needed and with approved completion reports – 
159 properties 


 
Neighborhood Zone 3 – 449 properties 


 Properties that tested clean, no cleanup needed 
and sampling reports approved - 178 properties 


 Properties cleaned up during 2016-2019, no ICs 
needed and with approved completion reports – 
271 properties 


 
How can I determine if my property is 
included in the partial delisting?  
If your property is among those included in the 
proposed partial delisting, you will have been 
notified by a letter from EPA. 
 


2020 Construction Season Update  
Contractors working on behalf of the Potentially 
Responsible Parties will begin construction for the 
2020 season the week of July 6. Contractors will be 
working on the remaining 28 properties in Zone 2 
and the remaining 12 properties in Zone 3. EPA 
anticipates that all properties requiring remediation 
will be cleaned by the end of this construction 
season, weather and access permitting. Contractors 
will also be implementing protocols to ensure 
compliance with the State of Indiana Public Health 
Protocols related to COVID-19. If you have any 
questions related to the construction work, please 
reach out to EPA directly. 







EPA Proposes Partial Delisting of USS Lead Site  
from National Priorities List


Background 
The USS Lead Superfund site is located in the city of East Chicago, Indiana. The site has been divided into two cleanup 
areas that EPA refers to as operable units, or OUs. OU1 is a 322-acre residential area bounded by East Chicago Avenue 
on the north, East 151st Street on the south, the Indiana Harbor Canal on the west and Parrish Avenue on the east. OU1 
has been further subdivided in Zones 1, 2 and 3. OU2 includes the former USS Lead facility as well as the groundwater 
beneath the entire site.  


Zone 1 includes the area encompassed by the former West Calumet Housing Complex, Goodman Park, the former 
Carrie Gosch School, and a utility corridor located in the western portion of OU1.   


Zone 2 is the residential area of the Calumet neighborhood located between the former West Calumet Housing 
Complete on the west (Zone 1), the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway on the east, E. 151st Street to the south and E. 
Chicago Avenue to the north. There are 597 properties in Zone 2, of which 508 properties required cleanup.   


Zone 3 is the residential area located between the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway line on the west, Parrish Avenue on 
the east, East 149th Place to the south and E. Chicago Avenue to the north. There are 481 properties in Zone 3, of which 
297 properties required cleanup. 


Contamination in OU1 is largely derived from historic operations at three nearby facilities: (1) the USS Lead facility; (2) a 
facility formerly located in Zone 1 and owned and operated by subsidiaries of the Anaconda Copper and Mining Co.; and 
(3) the E.I. Du Pont de Nemours facility located just southeast of OU1.


This partial deletion action only applies to 671 properties in Zones 2 and 3. It does not include Zone 1 or any portion of 
OU2. 


La versión en español de esta hoja informativa está disponible en www.epa.gov/uss-lead-superfund-site. 
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Respectfully,
Charles Rodriguez
Community Involvement Coordinator
U.S. EPA, Region 5 , External Communications Office
77 W. Jackson Blvd., RE-19J | Chicago, IL 60604
(312) 886-7472 | rodriguez.charles@epa.gov
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